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Global AIDS Crisis

Are developing nations getting enough help?

October 13, 2000 « Volume 10, Issue 35

By David Masci

Introduction

An estimated 34 million people around the world have 44AIDSw or the HIV virus. Most of thevictims are from the developing world,
two-thirds of them from «4Africars. Many experts saythe United States and other Western nations aren't doing enough to help. In
particular, they fault drug companies for pricing 44AIDSw» drugs far out of the reach of Third World nations. Drugmakers say that they
are helping, but they argue that expensive drugs won't do much good in countries that lack adequate hospitals and other
health-care infrastructure. Experts also disagree aver the best way to prevent the disease from spreading. Some advocate
distributing condoms and promating safe sex. But others say that only encourages promiscuous behavior and that health workers
should stress sexual abstinence.
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* The Next Step Selina Abongo, a Kenyan farmer in her 705, has reached that point in life when most people want to retire. Instead, she finds herself

raising children again. \‘LI
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»Comment on this Report
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Ayoung AIDSH sufferer receives
treatment in a hospital in South 44
Africabh, where 20 percent of the
children ages 15-19 have HIV, the 44

Once, Abongo had eight kids of her own. But four died, as well as a daughter-in-law, all felled by 44AIDSk. So now she cares for her
orphaned grandchildren.

* Comments

“This {5 the picture you get in every village you go to: a grandmather made almost prisoner by orphans,” says Ambrose Misore, a

Kenyan government health worker. i

AIDSKP virus. (Photo Credit: AP
Photo/Themba Hadebe)

Thousands of Kenyans die each month from «<AIDSs», leaving spouses, children and jobs behind. But with 14 percent of the country’s adult population infected by
HIV or «¢AIDS», millions more wil die in the coming decade

As grim as the situation is in Kenya, the infection rate is even higher in other African nations. The worst hit is Botswana, where an estimated 36 percent of all

adults between the ages of 15 and 49 are infected. South «4Africars, Zambia and Zimbabwe aren't far behind [LI
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General topic focusAl DS i n

Africal/ Orphansdé of AIDS

Primary topic focus: The social consequences of AIDS in Africa with an emphasis on the children who
lost their parents.

Questions:What can be done to stop the AIDS epideragpecially in Afric& What can be done to
preventAfrican children who have logheir parents to AIDS from becoming AIDS victims themselves?
Whattype offuture do tkese children have? What role do developed countries have in fightiddRIise
epidemicWhat responsibilitydoes the international community haeevardsthese orphans?

Thesis statementMillions of children in African have to face life alone without parents. Poverty,
ignorance, wars, and AIDS are taking their toll on African peoples. We have a role as humans and as
nations to provide the needed help to Africa angetsple. We cannot ignore this duty, and if we do, then
we are ignoring part of our humanity. Wethe developed natiomseed to stop and think about the pain
and sorrow of others, ammir governments and negprofit organizationshould work to eliminaterad

reduce this pain and sorroand provide support and resources to the orphaned childfdb8fvictims
in Africa.

Keywords:AIDS, africa, orphans, parents, victims, consequences, children, epidemic, society, death,
assistance, fAdevedleadpddatnatnisqros ,ed hidal , mor al ,
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Subject Headings Sub-Headings AIDS (Disease) in adolescence, AIDS (Diseasé&frica-Sub
Saharan, Sexually transmitted diseasdsdrica, Prostitution- Crosscultural studies, and Social
Conditiors -- Africa

The CQ Researcher article gave me a lot of ideas concerning the AIDS situation in Africa and helped me
focus and narrow my topid@.he AIDS issue in Africa haalsobeen covered lately by many magazines,
newspapers, television stations, andrantesources. It was not difficult for me to find many valuable
resources, but the dilemma that | faced was how to narrow the topic. The AIDS issue that touches our
lives is the image of children and their faces of despair. | was really affected 3stiEsso | decided to

focus my research on it. The most suitable keywords for my topic were, AlD&, andOrphans. | was

not able to find as many books as | wanted that ealtbe topic. Maybe the international community is

t o bl ame b egivenunsre madia attendos to Such a devastating disease.

Magazines andcholarlyjournals cover the topic well, with many sstdriesthat provide a closer look at
the orphans with AIDS. The harsh reality of AIDS in Africa forced me to focus my réseatbe ethical
and social aspects of the topic. In the next step, | will summarize the resources that | used in my research.

Book:

| used theMCTC Library Catalog. | did a keyword search using the keywaidsAND Africa, and had
the catalog set to sed the MCTC libraryl had six matches, but only three of them were close to my
topic. The other books were newer but this was the only book that dealt specifically with orphans.

U Barnett, Tony, and Piers BlaikiAlDS in Africa: Its Present and Future pact New York: Guilford
Press, 1992.
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This source provided a detailed analysis about the dimensions of the AIDS epidemic in Africa. It
discussed the impact of the AIDS epidemic on all facets of life in Africa. | was impressed with the book
and its cotents. The book analyzes the impact of AIDS on African lives and includes an analysis of basic



societal structures. It also discusses how AIDS combined with all the other problems in Africa affect the
lives of African peoples. The most important chaptehe book is chapter 7, which deals with the

problem of orphans. The book contains an index and references that might be helpful for more resources.
Tony Barnett is a professor at the Development Studies Institute at the London School of Economics. The
information on the LSE web site states thatrbgearch interesfEentre around the effects of HIV/AIDS

on rural livelihoods in Africa and Asia and the social and economic effects of the epidemic. He has made
an audit of the impact of HIV/AIDS on commergigoluntary and public organisations. He has also

worked on the availability and costs of argtroviral treatments in Africa
<http://www.lse.ac.uk/people/a.s.barnett@Ise.ac.Uiis ecialtyseems to bethe economic and social

costs of AIDS in Africa. He has also authored anduethored other books and scholarly journal articles
dealing with the HIV/AIDS crisis in Africa. This lends credibility to the book and helps me trust the
information.Piers Blaikie was a professor at the School of Development StudiesUtitleesity of East

Anglia, in England. He has published many books and scholarly articles related to issues in the
developing world, including crisis in the developing woillde MCTC library owns a copy of this book.

Popular Magazine

| usedthe MasterFILEPremierdatabase¢o searcHor anarticle, and | was able to find9B matches under
the keyword orphan* AND aidsAND africa*. The article that | picked for my topie from Newsweek
magazine.

0 Masland, Tomet.alA 10 Mi Il Il i on Or phans: For the Children W
Parents to AI DS, Grief is Newsweekl7hlan. B@WHARHOI ni ng ¢
MasterFILE PremielEBSCO. MCTC LibraryMinneapolis MN. 22 Oct. 2004.

The article has some startling facts about the horrible effect of AIDS in Africa. It also shows that the
AIDS epidemic increased the numlmérorphans in some countrieg B0%, which is a huge number. This
article will provide me wit a good overview of the current situation and will help me to understand the
impact that AIDS has had on African children and the family structure in Afffeaarticle quotes from
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