
Example Mid -Term Exam  
 

CQ Resarcher Article: 

 
ü Masci, David. "Global AIDS Crisis." CQ Researcher 13 Oct. 2000: 809-832. CQ Researcher Online. CQ Press. 

MCTC Library, Minneapolis, MN. 10 Oct. 2004. 
 

 
 

General topic focus: AIDS in Africa/Orphansô of AIDS 

 

Primary topic focus: The social consequences of AIDS in Africa with an emphasis on the children who 

lost their parents.  

 

Questions: What can be done to stop the AIDS epidemic, especially in Africa? What can be done to 

prevent African children who have lost their parents to AIDS from becoming AIDS victims themselves? 

What type of future do these children have? What role do developed countries have in fighting the AIDS 

epidemic? What responsibility does the international community have towards these orphans?   

 

Thesis statement: Millions of children in African have to face life alone without parents.  Poverty, 

ignorance, wars, and AIDS are taking their toll on African peoples. We have a role as humans and as 

nations to provide the needed help to Africa and its people. We cannot ignore this duty, and if we do, then 

we are ignoring part of our humanity. We in the developed nations need to stop and think about the pain 

and sorrow of others, and our governments and non-profit organizations should work to eliminate and 

reduce this pain and sorrow, and provide support and resources to the orphaned children of AIDS victims 

in Africa.  

 

Keywords: AIDS, africa, orphans, parents, victims, consequences, children, epidemic, society, death, 

assistance, ñdeveloped nations,ò ñUnited Nations,ò ethical, moral, social, financial. 

 

 



Subject Headings & Sub-Headings: AIDS (Disease) in adolescence, AIDS (Disease) -- Africa-Sub-

Saharan, Sexually transmitted diseases -- Africa, Prostitution -- Cross-cultural studies, and Social 

Conditions -- Africa 

 

The CQ Researcher article gave me a lot of ideas concerning the AIDS situation in Africa and helped me 

focus and narrow my topic. The AIDS issue in Africa has also been covered lately by many magazines, 

newspapers, television stations, and online resources. It was not difficult for me to find many valuable 

resources, but the dilemma that I faced was how to narrow the topic. The AIDS issue that touches our 

lives is the image of children and their faces of despair. I was really affected by this issue, so I decided to 

focus my research on it. The most suitable keywords for my topic were AIDS, Africa, and Orphans. I was 

not able to find as many books as I wanted that covered the topic. Maybe the international community is 

to blame because it hasnôt given more media attention to such a devastating disease.   

 

Magazines and scholarly journals cover the topic well, with many sad stories that provide a closer look at 

the orphans with AIDS. The harsh reality of AIDS in Africa forced me to focus my research on the ethical 

and social aspects of the topic. In the next step, I will summarize the resources that I used in my research. 

 

Book: 

I used the MCTC Library Catalog. I did a keyword search using the keywords aids AND Africa, and had 

the catalog set to search the MCTC library. I had six matches, but only three of them were close to my 

topic. The other books were newer but this was the only book that dealt specifically with orphans. 

 

ü Barnett, Tony, and Piers Blaikie. AIDS in Africa: Its Present and Future Impact. New York: Guilford 

 Press, 1992. 

 

 

 
 

This source provided a detailed analysis about the dimensions of the AIDS epidemic in Africa. It 

discussed the impact of the AIDS epidemic on all facets of life in Africa. I was impressed with the book 

and its contents. The book analyzes the impact of AIDS on African lives and includes an analysis of basic 



societal structures. It also discusses how AIDS combined with all the other problems in Africa affect the 

lives of African peoples. The most important chapter of the book is chapter 7, which deals with the 

problem of orphans. The book contains an index and references that might be helpful for more resources. 

Tony Barnett is a professor at the Development Studies Institute at the London School of Economics. The 

information on the LSE web site states that his research interests ñcentre around the effects of HIV/AIDS 

on rural livelihoods in Africa and Asia and the social and economic effects of the epidemic. He has made 

an audit of the impact of HIV/AIDS on commercial, voluntary and public organisations. He has also 

worked on the availability and costs of anti-retroviral treatments in Africaò 

<http://www.lse.ac.uk/people/a.s.barnett@lse.ac.uk/>. His specialty seems to be the economic and social 

costs of AIDS in Africa. He has also authored and co-authored other books and scholarly journal articles 

dealing with the HIV/AIDS crisis in Africa. This lends credibility to the book and helps me trust the 

information. Piers Blaikie was a professor at the School of Development Studies at the University of East 

Anglia, in England. He has published many books and scholarly articles related to issues in the 

developing world, including crisis in the developing world. The MCTC library owns a copy of this book.  

 

Popular Magazine:   
I used the MasterFILE Premier database to search for an article, and I was able to find 193 matches under 

the keywords orphan* AND aids AND africa* .  The article that I picked for my topic is from Newsweek 

magazine. 

 

ü Masland, Tom, et. al. ñ10 Million Orphans: For the Children Who Have Lost Their 

 Parents to AIDS, Grief is Only the Beginning of Their Troubles.ò Newsweek 17 Jan. 2000: 42+. 

MasterFILE Premier. EBSCO. MCTC Library. Minneapolis, MN. 22 Oct. 2004. 

 

 
  

The article has some startling facts about the horrible effect of AIDS in Africa. It also shows that the 

AIDS epidemic increased the number of orphans in some countries by 10%, which is a huge number. This 

article will provide me with a good overview of the current situation and will help me to understand the 

impact that AIDS has had on African children and the family structure in Africa. The article quotes from 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/people/a.s.barnett@lse.ac.uk/

