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INFS 1000 Sample ñAò Exam 
 
Broad Topic 

Presidential Powers 

 

Primary Focus: The extent of presidential powers in times of war with a special focus on the ñwar on 

terrorism.ò 

 

Resource 1 (Reference) 

For my first reference resource, I performed a basic search using presidential AND powers in the Gale 

Virtual Reference Library.  I chose the article from Westôs Encyclopedia of American Law titled 

ñPresidential Powers.ò 

 

ñPresidential Powers.ò  Westôs Encyclopedia of American Law.  Detroit: Gale, 2005.   

 Gale Virtual Reference Library.  Thomson Gale.  MCTC Library.  16 July 2007. 

 

 
 

I chose this article because it separates and addresses several powers of the presidency, such as veto 

power, executive orders, powers of appointment, pardon power, power of impoundment, foreign policy 

powers, and presidential war powers.  All of these specific powers would be excellent topic focuses.  The 

article is a good launching point as it me gives useful background information about the topic that I can 

use to help me better understand some of the key issues. 
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Reference 2 (Resource) 
For my second reference resource, I again performed a basic search using presidential AND powers in 

Issues and Controversies.  The article I chose was ñUpdate: Detaineeôs Rights.ò 

 

ñUpdate: Detaineesô Rights.ò  Issues & Controversies On File.  11 June 2007.  Issues &  

 Controversies @ FACTS.com.  Facts On File News Services.  MCTC Library.   

 16 July 2007. 

 

 
 

I chose this article because it further explores presidential war powers, which focuses the topic more. The 

reference article mainly addresses issues concerning the detainees at Guantanamo Bay and provides a 

good deal of current information.  I feel this would be an excellent topic focus for my exam. 

 

Major disciplines related to focus: While there are many aspects to this issue, my focus is primarily on 

the political/legal aspects. 

 

Research Questions 

Should Guantanamo Bay detainees be allowed to use the U.S court system to dispute their imprisonment?  

Should all detainees be granted habeas corpus rights?  What is the difference between an enemy 

combatant and a prisoner of war and what are the implications associated with such labels?  How has the 

president justified indefinite detentions?  Are the presidentôs claims of executive power to hold detainees 

constitutional? Do the presidentôs claims regarding the holding of detainees break any international laws? 

What role does the judicial branch play in keeping presidential war powers in check? 

 

Thesis Statement 

In the wake of the tragedies of September 11, 2001 and the ensuing war on terrorism, the president has 

taken full advantage of the war powers granted to his office.  Most troubling is the capturing of terror 

suspects and their indefinite detention in Guantanamo Bay without formal charges or the benefit of any 
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habeas corpus rights.  Because this practice clearly violates rights afforded by the United States 

Constitution and international laws established by the Geneva Conventions, President Bush is obligated to 

abide by checks imposed by the Supreme Court, disband his military tribunals, formally charge the 

detainees, follow due process afforded all prisoners, and provide fair trials in the criminal court system. 

 

Keywords 

Guantanamo Bay, Camp Delta, Geneva Convention, civil rights, military tribunal, habeas corpus, 

presidential war powers, enemy combatants, wartime powers, Sixth Amendment, homeland security, due 

process, Yaser Esam Hamdi, terrorism, combatant status review tribunal 

 

Controlled Vocabulary 

Library of Congress subject headings:  

Executive power; National security ï Law and legislation; War and emergency powers; Prisoners ï Civil 

rights; Due process of law; War on terrorism, 2001 ï Law and legislation; Military courts; Prisoners of 

war ï Legal status 

 

Academic Search Premier subject headings: 

Terrorism; Military prisons; Detention of persons; Constitutional law; Military courts; Combatants & 

noncombatants (international law) 

 

Resource 3 (Book) 

To search for my first resource, I used the basic search option in the MCTC Library Catalog with the 

terms prisoner* AND ñcivil rightsò.  My search yielded seventeen results.  Since I was looking for a 

general resource to explain the rights of an average prisoner, I chose The Law of Sentencing, Corrections, 

and Prisonersô Rights.  My search identified the 5
th
 edition, but once I found the book on the library shelf 

I noticed the 6
th
 edition which was published in 2002.  I decided to use the more recent edition. 

 

Branham, Lynn S.  The Law of Sentencing, Corrections, and Prisonersô Rights In a 

Nutshell.  6
th
 ed.  St. Paul: West Group, 2002. 
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While supporters of the practices at Guantanamo Bay have argued that U.S Constitutional law and rights 

do not apply to the detainees since they are being held in Cuba (although they are being held by the U.S. 

government) , it is important to understand the rights afforded prisoners in the United States.  This book 

provides clear information about these particular rights in language intended for the average reader.  

Author Lynn Branham is a professor of law and has published numerous books and articles on various 

legal topics.  Her online resume is quite impressive and leads me to believe she is not only knowledgeable 

but also reliable.  To add weight to her argument, she also cites over seventeen pages worth of court cases 

on which she is basing the content of her book.  The publisher, West Group, is the industry leader in 

providing legal resources.  Because of their extensive history, respectable reputation, and the sheer 

volume of resources published each year, I feel this book is an accurate resource. 

  

The Law of Sentencing, Corrections, and Prisonersô Rights In a Nutshell has several chapters and sections 

that would prove to be useful for my research.  Chapter 1: Introduction to Sentencing, Chapter 3: The 

Sentencing process, Chapter 10: Right of Access to the Courts, and Chapter 12: Classification, Transfers, 

and Withholding of Privileges are the chapters I would use.  These chapters would help provide 

understanding as to what our rights would be as a prisoner in the United States.  It provides a good 

contrast for the current situation in Guantanamo.  In order to argue the detainees are entitled to such 

rights, it is important to understand the specifics of these rights.  This book would be an excellent 

reference for prisonersô rights.  Since it only deals with laws and laws in the United States specifically, I 

will need to further explore why the federal government has chosen to exclude their prisoners from these 

basic rights. 

 

 

Resource 4 (Book) 

For my second book I again used the basic search option in the MCTC Library Catalog.  This time I 

searched using Guantanamo AND ñpresidential power*ò.  My search produced one result: 

 

Margulies, Joseph.  Guantanamo and the Abuse of Presidential Power.  New York: 

 Simon & Schuster, 2006. 

 

 


